Class 11

The Doorway in the Woods

Look carefully at this picture:

Your Task

Write the opening to a short story inspired by the doorway in the woods.

Step 1 — Hook the Reader

Write an opening sentence that grabs attention. Examples:
- A question: “What would you do if you found a door glowing in the forest?”
- A sound: “The air hummed with a strange energy.”

- A short, dramatic statement: “The door should not have been there.”

Step 2 — Describe the Setting

Use your senses:

- See: glowing light, twisted trees, shadows

- Hear: creaking wood, whispering wind, footsteps
- Smell: damp earth, moss, smoke, rain

- Feel: rough bark, cold air, prickling skin



Step 3 — Introduce a Character

Think about:
-Whaois here?
- Why did they come?

- How do they feel? (excited, frightened, curious, determined?)

Step 4 — Build Suspense

Hint that something unusual or magical is about to happen.

Use powerful vocabulary to show mystery or danger.

Step 5 — Cliffhanger Ending

Finish your opening with a moment of suspense. Example:

“She reached out to touch the handle, but before her fingers touched it, the door began to
move ..."



Can you spot?

the nonns

an adverb
the articles
the determinera

the prepositions

acoordinating
conjunction

the pronouns

& subordinating
conjunotion

a noun phrase

Can you add?

acomma to malke a
fronted adverbial.

invrarted commas to
mark the speech.

oommas to mark an
ambeadded clausa

add apostrophas to
show possession

add brackets to
mark parenthesis

Circle it in the sentence.

David visited Manchester to see his favourite team.
Very quickly they opened the door to discover a tomb.
Sheena, Phillip and Anthony loved wearing velvet jumpers.
Sensibly, they scurried down the corridor.

A very clever woman found an amazing animal by the sea,

Are there more biscuits in the barrel?

Toby hid under the table, whilst Freya hid in the cupboard.
Julie had loved the trip, yet she was still sad.

The dog is theirs, he could do tricks but mine could not,
When he was ready, they started up the car's engine,

Will you talk to these rude people!

Add it to the sentence.
In the merning gloom Freddy shivered uncontrollably.
Come here right now screamed Diane.

The bike which was old had to be recycled.

Davids mother loved Jimmys vegetable patch.

The River Mile 3334km runs into the Mediterranean,
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SATs Practice

The Key

Samir looked at the key resting in the palm of his hands. |t had been a gift, deliverad the
might before in well-worn and reused brown paper. He had no idea who i was a gift from - it
had amwved while he was asleep. He'd woken up fo find it balanced precanously on the edge
of his bedside table.

At first, Samir hadn't known what to do with the present. The only other person in the house
was his grandma, and she wasn't the type to buy him presents for no reason. On the other
hand, if it wasn't from her, then somebody else had been into his reom. He'd sat and stared
at the package for a few minutes, before finally plucking up the courage fo open it

The key hadn't been the only thing. It had been wrapped in a staned piece of lined paper.
Samir had carefully unrolled it and read the spidery handwriting.

The gate atthe edge of Torever.

Samir knew exacthy which gate the letter referred to. At the bottomn of his grandma’s vast

garden, there was a gate that led to Forever Cemeteny. It had long ago been swallowed
by creeping vy and rusted shut Samir doubted that unlocking it would make much of a
difference. But he had to know for sure.

He stood in front of the gate, daring himself to {ake the next step forward. Exer since hea'd

arrived at the house, crphaned and alone, his grandma had told him that he wasn't to enter
the cemetery. She'd never said why, but he'd been left in no doubt that the consequences
would be dire.

Om either side of the gate, drystone walls rose above his head and curved away. They
bordered the cemetery in a broad circle. What Samir had never been able to understand was
that this gate, this rusted, cwergrown gate, seemed to be the only way in. He'd spent hours
wialking the crcumference of the wall and hadn't found another enirance.

In his hand, the key felt light and weak, whereas the gate looked heavy and strong. He
couldnt see any way that the key would budge i, but he had to try. He stepped forward and

slowhy presented the key fo the lock, as though he were delvering a present of his own. The
key slipped in easily and before he'd even had the chance to tum it, the lock clicked open.

The gate creaked as it sagged on its ancsent hinges but swung open easdy. lvy broke free
and hung like snakes from the archway.

Meat rows of gravestones rolled out in front of Samir as he peered through the window of
the brick archway. Here and there, an ancient and leafless oak tree spread its boughs ke a
mother's amms protecting their children. This auturmn’s leaves formed a brown blanket on the
cthernwise pristne |awn that cowered the undulating hills. Samir stepped forward and through
the pateway.

In @n msiant, the world seemed fo blur and change. Around hirm, Samir watched the leaves

whipped into a frenzy by an unfell wind. The headstones tilked and chipped and aged before
him. The trees, just seconds ago welcoming and warm, shifted and took on the skeletal form
of long, bleached bones.

That's when the voices began to whisper.
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SATs Practice

What maght Samir be thinking when he discovers the gift?
Tick one thought.

iOh, cool! & Presentl Hmm, this is strange.

| was hoping for a
presemnt!

| wonder what's for

breakfast.

==

H a) How does Samir know what the letter is referring to?

1 mark
b} How did he feel about using the key to open the gate? Use avi-
dence from the text fo support your answer.
2 marks
n What is the place beyond the gate called?
1 mark
Look at the paragraph beginning: On either side of the gate...
What had Samir done fo prove that the gate was the only way in to
the cemetery?
1 mark
o
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SATs Practice

Using information from the text, fick one box in each row fo show
whether each statement is true or false.

True False

The key was the only important thing in
the package.

The handwriting on the note was very
neat.

Grandma's garden was very big.

The gravesiones were old and damaged
when he entered the graveyard.

2 marks

Look at the paragraph beginning: In an insfant, the warld zeemed fo

biur and change...

Which words would best describe the changes that Samir saw

happening in front of him?

Tick two.

Expected

Mundane

Unforeseen

Dramatic > marks
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SATs Practice - The Key

1. Hmm, this is strange.

2. a) He has seen the gaie before at the botiom of his grandma’s garden (1 mark)
b} Give 1 mark for a correct impression and another mark for supporting evidence.
e,
He wasn't sure that it would work (1 mark) because it was cowered in vy and rusted shut
(1 mark).
Or
He was nervous about what he might find (1 mark). He had to stand in front of it daring
himself to take the next step (1 mark).
Or
He wasn't sure that he wanted to enter (1 mark). Hes grandmother had always told him
nizt io go m and he knew the consequences would be dire {1 mark).

3. Forever Cemetery

4. He'd walked all around the wal to see if there was another way mn.

2. Give 1 mark for two correct answers. Give 2 marks for three or more comrect
answers.
False
False
True
False

f. Unforeseen

Dirramatic



Vocabulary Ninj SATs Facts

42 8x7 26 x 10
52 6x7 54 x 10
&7 Tx9 3.3 x 100
7¢ 4x9 40 x 10
8¢ 6Ex8 26 x 100
92 5x 8 1.34 x 10
Oxé 0.45 x 10
8x9 22.1x10
lem = YT mins 0.5 —_—
Qcm = mm | 1/2 Hour= mins 0.2 —
23cm= mm | 1 Day= hrs 0.25 —
3.5Bcme= mim | 1 minute = Secs 0.1 —
Im = om Factors of 24 2h% 0.
1km = mtrs . 12.5% 0.
1000m = km Multiples of 4 R0 Q.
100p= £ 1 mile = km s . 75% 0.
2blp= £ 10mm = cm Prime Numbers 13% 0.
£473 = P 100cm = mtre | , . ., . . . . . 0.2% 0.
Draw Parallel Lines Formula for Area i
Degrees In Circle Formula of Perimeter + o+ o+
D in Straight
Egr'e.ﬁsL;n rag Formula for Volume by *
ne




Create a timeline showing the main periods of British history. Make sure you put them in the correct chronological order and include dates.

Roman Britain Victorian Britain Tudor Britain Viking Invasions Georgian Britain
I ;| o ] X7 1|

: The Tudors E

| ‘ |\ wrwrararavazas *
World War 1&2 Anglo-Saxon Britain Pre-historic Britain Medieval Britain Bronze Age

Normans

s

¥

i
f

Stuart Britain Stone Age Iron Age




